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   I foXnd a letter on m\ desk last Zeek.  
The sister Zho Zrote it Zas not happ\ 
Zith me.  I had said in chXrch the SXnda\ 
before that dXe to the pandemic I Zasn¶t 
encoXraging an\one to come to chXrch.  I 
admitted it Zas a strange thing for a 
preacher to sa\, bXt she insisted it Zas a 
Zrong thing for a chXrch leader to sa\.  
And she Zas right. 
   She sXggested that some Zere simpl\ 
getting oXt of the  habit of coming, or jXst 
foXnd Zatching the serYice on TV more 
conYenient.  I told her I said Zhat I said 
becaXse I didn¶t Zant to gXilt an\one into 
coming Zho shoXldn¶t come. If she¶s right, 
it¶s time for me to pXll oXt the gXilt card!  
   ObYioXsl\ if \oX are at increased risk, 
and are aYoiding being aroXnd others 
becaXse of health concerns, \oX shoXld 
take adYantage of the opportXnit\ to   
Zorship online for the time being.  I     
certainl\ ZoXld not Zant to encoXrage 
an\one to go against their better        
jXdgment and do something that ZoXld 
needlessl\ endanger their health, or the 
health of someone Xnder their care.  And 
I reali]e that b\ not proYiding a nXrser\ 
it¶s difficXlt to Zorship Zhile tr\ing to corral  
little ones.  BXt if there is reall\ no good 
reason for \oX not being here, \oX need 
to be here.  And Ze haYe done eYer\thing 
Ze can to make it as safe as possible for 
\oX be here. 
   EYer\ other peZ is taped off, and social 
distancing is encoXraged.  Doors to the 
aXditoriXm are left open to facilitate air 
floZ, and to alloZ people to slip in and oXt 
ZithoXt coming in direct contact Zith   
an\one if that is their desire.  Those Zho 
Zant to sociali]e a bit are encoXraged to 
do so in the parking lot.  And Ze do     
encoXrage the Xse of masks.  In fact, 
some, like m\ grXmbling grandkids, haYe 
been ordered to do so.   
   To end on light-hearted note, I haYe to 
tell \oX hoZ someone Zho happens to 
share m\ first name responded Zhen I 
asked Zh\ he had started coming back.  
He said he had rXn oXt of soXp crackers 
for commXnion. 
   Rest assXred commXnion Zill be Zaiting 
for \oX in \oXr peZ Zhen \oX come this 
SXnda\.        God Bless,  Rick 

V-VBS bags Zill be aYailable Whis SXnda\ for all 
kids Pre-k WhroXgh 5Wh grade.  The bags Zill   
inclXde a compilaWion of faYoriWe songs, lessons 
WhaW Zill coincide ZiWh online Yideos, and a crafW 
for each da\, JXl\ 13-16.  
 

** Snacks noW inclXded** 
BXW \oX knoZ Whe\ Zill ZanW one!!! 



6/14 
Worship 74 
Offering $9,931.19 

6/21 
Worship 81 
Offering $3,073.06 

6/28 
Worship 68 
Offering $3,454.06 

7/5 
Worship 64 
Offering $9,070.64 

STATISTICS 

UNTIL THINGS CHANGE 
THIS WILL BE OUR PRACTICE 

ON SUNDAY MORNING 
 

ONLY THE WORSHIP SERVICE  
WILL BE OFFERED 

 

CHILDREN ARE TO REMAIN WITH PARENTS 
AT ALL TIMES 

 

THERE WILL BE NO NURSERY 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
BUT NO ONE AT HIGH RISK  

SHOULD COME 
 

THE USE OF MASKS IS 
ENCOURAGED                

 

ALL DOORS WILL BE LEFT OPEN  
FOR AIR CIRCULATION AND  

ENTERING AND EXITING 
 

VISITING SHOULD BE LIMITED  
TO THE PARKING LOT 

 

THE SERVICE WILL BE  
LIVE-STREAMED AT 9:15 

 

THE RECORDED SERVICE WILL BE  
AVAILABLE AFTER THE  LIVE SERVICE 

 

   I¶m happ\ to offer a little something ne[t 
Zeek for oXr kids!   We are going to tr\ a 
Zeek (foXr da\s) of YirtXal or on-line VBS 
lessons for the kids.  It Zasn¶t a formal  
cXrricXlXm and obYioXsl\ Zill not be Zhat 
eYer\one is Xsed to, bXt it Zill giYe Xs all 
the opportXnit\ to learn a little together and 
spend time Zith oXr children talking aboXt 
oXr Lord.  Each child Zill need a VBS bag 
aYailable this SXnda\ at chXrch.  Both an 
introdXctor\ Yideo and a craft Yideo Zill be 
posted for each da\ of the Zeek to help 
\oX along Zith \oXr parent packet.  Also, 
Ze doZnloaded 10 faYorite songs from the 
preYioXs 5 \ears of VBS to pla\ throXghoXt 
the Zeek!  Here are the topics for the    
indiYidXal da\s: 
  MRQGa\:  God Is With Us All The Time! 
From a child¶s perspectiYe, I am sXre this 
has been a Yer\ Xnsettling time in man\ 
Za\s.  This lesson Zill reinforce the fact 
that God has neYer left Xs and in fact has 
some Yer\ special Zords for the children of 
the Zorld.  Toda\¶s craft is a cool necklace! 
   TXHVGa\:  JesXs Brings Great Jo\!  So 
man\ emotions felt on a dail\ basis.     
Children Zill focXs on the jo\ Christ brings 
to oXr liYes b\ looking at the resXrrection 
and reaction of the Zomen as the\        
approached the tomb. Toda\, \oX Zill 
make a nois\ clapper to make a jo\fXl 
noise. Sorr\ parents! 
   WHGQHVGa\:   God Makes Things GroZ.  
EYer\one is a \ear older from last \ear, as 
Ze groZ ph\sicall\, Ze shoXld groZ       
spiritXall\ as Zell.  Toda\, Ze are making a 
plant to remind Xs of the importance to 
groZ in the Lord! 
   TKXUVGa\:  The Master Becomes The 
SerYant.  As Ze reflect on JesXs, His     
Zillingness to serYe others shoXld be oXr 
attitXde as Zell.  Toda\, Ze Zill decorate a 
pair of binocXlars so Ze can look for      
serYice opportXnities all aroXnd Xs.   

   A big thank \oX to Tim BroZn, and his 
team at Vital Restoration, for cleaning oXr 
chXrch carpeting.  Tim is the son of Rod 
and Carol\n, and Ren¶s dad. 

(Meditation continXed) 
 

   John 8:31-33 reads, “To the JeZs Zho 
had belieYed him, JesXs said, ‘If \oX hold 
to m\ teaching, \oX are reall\ m\          
disciples. Then \oX Zill knoZ the trXth, 
and the trXth Zill set \oX free.¶ The\      
ansZered him, ‘We are Abraham¶s       
descendants and haYe neYer been slaYes 
of an\one. HoZ can \oX sa\ that Ze shall 
be set free?¶” 
   NoZ, I do not intend to make light of the 
freedom Ze celebrated \esterda\.  I haYe 
alZa\s been gratefXl for groZing Xp in this 
nation, and the freedoms that has broXght 
me.  BXt I¶Ye often Zondered if oXr attitXde 
toZard oXr freedom resembles that of the 
JeZs in these Yerses. 
   Reading on, JesXs replied, “Ver\ trXl\ I 
tell \oX, eYer\one Zho sins is a slaYe to 
sin.  NoZ a slaYe has no permanent place 
in the famil\, bXt a son belongs to it      
foreYer.  So if the Son sets \oX free, \oX 
Zill be free indeed.” 
   These Yerses shoZ Xs that an\ freedom 
Ze think Ze haYe is merel\ a faoade Zhen 
compared to the freedom Christ brings in 
his resXrrection.  He la\s it oXt there for all 
to hear: “EYer\one Zho sins is a slaYe to 
sin.”  Ephesians Xses a bit grimmer      
langXage Zhen it sa\s: “And \oX Zere 
dead in \oXr trespasses and sins.” 
   While it onl\ took 2 chapters to get to the 
bad neZs, the remaining 1187 chapters of 
the Bible reYeal God¶s plan to restore 
mankind to the freedom it once kneZ.  And 
Ze get to take part in that plan here toda\ 
aroXnd this table.  We get to commXne 
Zith the Yer\ AXthor of that ZonderfXl plan, 
as Ze share Zith Him hoZ gratefXl Ze are 
that He didn¶t leaYe Xs in slaYer\.  We get 
to confess the areas of oXr life Zhere Ze 
still alloZ oXrselYes to be taken captiYe, 
and Ze get to reYel in the fact that Christ 
broke the chains of death oYer 2000 \ears 
ago on the cross.   
   As Ze gather aroXnd the table toda\, I 
leaYe \oX Zith these Zords from PaXl.  “It 
Zas for freedom that Christ set Xs free; 
therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
sXbject again to a \oke of slaYer\.” 

CHRIST HAS SET US FREE 
CommXnion Meditation 

b\ Case\ Blakle\ 
 

   Yesterda\ Ze celebrated the 244th \ear 
since the te[t of the Declaration of         
Independence Zas approYed b\ the    
Continental Congress.  This docXment, as 
\oX all knoZ, formall\ declared              
independence from Great Britain and   
established a neZ nation Ze noZ knoZ as 
the United States of America, oXr home.   
    Freedom is an idea that permeates the 
hXman stor\ all throXghoXt histor\.  In fact, 
some of the most compelling stories in oXr 
past center aroXnd this concept.  Whether 
it be the freedom of the HebreZ people 
from Ancient Eg\pt, the freedom           
pXrchased on the battlefield of the        
ReYolXtionar\ War, or the freedom of the 
African American slaYes dXring the CiYil 
War, the idea of freedom is Xndeniabl\ 
poZerfXl and moYing.  It pXlls Xs in.  It  
attracts Xs. We loYe the idea of the       
Xnderdog rising and breaking free of the 
chains that once boXnd them.   
    Once, a long time ago, this Zas not the 
case.  The concepts of slaYer\ or bondage 
Zere not originall\ part of the hXman stor\.  
YoX mXst go back qXite far, and in fact it is 
an e[tremel\ brief part of the hXman stor\, 
bXt the hXman stor\ began in total       
freedom.  So mXch so that the concept of 
freedom ZoXld haYe had no meaning   
becaXse there Zas nothing Zith Zhich to 
contrast it.  In the Bible, Ze read that man 
Zas created in complete perfection, and 
as sXch enjo\ed a peace and harmon\ Ze 
coXldn¶t eYen comprehend in the Zorld of 
Facebook and TZitter.  Of coXrse, that 
lasted all of 2 chapters. 
   Toda\ Ze look back on histor\ and can 
easil\ YieZ it Xnder the lens of mankind¶s 
strXggle to regain the freedom that Zas 
lost.  We¶Ye Xsed Zar and politics and loYe 
and diplomac\ all to bring aboXt freedom 
for one groXp or another.  YoX might eYen 
look aroXnd and think Ze¶Ye done a      
decent job of restoring some of that     
freedom that Ze lost.  The JeZs thoXght 
along similar lines in JesXs da\. 

(ContinXed on ne[t page) 


